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EUDR context

• Intertwined climate issues and biodiversity loss

• Globally 420 million hectares of forest - an area larger than the EU - were lost 
between 1990 and 2020 (FAO).

• Deforestation and forest degradation are major causes of climate change (IPCC: 11% 
of greenhouse gas emissions) and biodiversity loss - stopping deforestation and 
restoring ecosystems is the second most effective way to reduce emissions. 
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EUDR context

• 2003 FLEGT: EU Action Plan for Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade
• Focus on illegal logging and related trade

• FLEGT (2005) & EUTR (2010) regulations

• Focus on illegality insufficient: significant proportion of forest loss is legal

• 90% of deforestation is caused by agricultural land expansion (FAO).

• The EU is a major producer and consumer of commodities associated with 
deforestation and forest degradation. 
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General EUDR principles

• Art. 3: relevant products (Annex I) should
a) Be deforestation-free
b) comply with local legislation
c) be accompanied by a declaration of due diligence (DDS)

• Exercise due diligence by
• following information requirements (Art. 9)
• performing risk analysis (art. 10)
• take risk mitigation measures (art. 11)
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Most important elements

1. Selected commodities: oil palm, soy, wood, cattle, cocoa, coffee, 
rubber and some derived products

2. Expanding scope - to be updated regularly

3. Non-discrimination: both domestically produced and imported 
commodities and derived products

4. Cut-off date on 31 December 2020

5. Mandatory due diligence for all operators
1. Both deforestation-free and legal (forest-related rules, labour rights, human 

rights, etc.)

2. Key obligations for non-SME operators and traders

3. Strict traceability of commodities and plot where it was produced
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Traceability

• Strict traceability required through the obligation to 
communicate the geolocation of all production plots

• Ensure that after 31/12/2020 no deforestation or forest degradation 
has taken place on the plot used to produce relevant commodities

• Collect and transmit geolocation information of the plot in the 
supply chain

• Administrative traceability: documentation on plot and 
product
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Relevant products

• 4001 Natural rubber, balata, gutta-percha, guayule, chicle and similar natural gums, in primary 
forms or in plates, sheets or strip

• ex 4005 Compounded rubber, unvulcanised, in primary forms or in plates, sheets or strip

• ex 4006 Unvulcanised rubber in other forms (e.g. rods, tubes and profile shapes) and articles 
(e.g. discs and rings)

• ex 4007 Vulcanised rubber thread and cord

• ex 4008 Plates, sheets, strips, rods and profile shapes, of vulcanised rubber other than hard 
rubber

• ex 4010 Conveyer or transmission belts or belting, of vulcanised rubber

• ex 4011 New pneumatic tyres, of rubber

• ex 4012 Retreaded or used pneumatic tyres of rubber; solid or cushion tyres, tyre treads and 
tyre flaps, of rubber

• stearic acid
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EUDR obligations

• Provisions depending on role and size of company
• operator: company exporting or making available for the first time relevant 

product on the Union market

• Trader: company other than the operator (importer = operator) 

• Operators & large traders
• Establishment and maintenance of due diligence system (art. 12)

• Exercising due diligence: prior to placing on or exporting from the market 
exercising to gather information, to assess and mitigate risk

• Submitting due diligence statement: after exercising due diligence and prior to 
placing on or exporting from the market

• May refer to previous due diligence statements when submitting their own due 
diligence statement
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EUDR obligations

• SME operators & SME Traders
• SME operators: art. 4(8): no due diligence and no DDS when placing 

on or exporting from the market a relevant product for which full 
due diligence has been carried out

• On request provide DDS reference numbers 

• SME traders: limited to collection and retention of information

• Application EUDR starting from
• 30/12/2024 for medium-sized and larger enterprises

• 30/6/2025 for micro and small enterprises
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Checks

▪ Art. 16 to 20, 23 to 25: checks and measures
▪ Obligation to carry out checks

▪ risk-based approach

▪ Control quotas operators based on risk level country of production

▪ Checks by competent authority
▪ Inspection cell deforestation, Federal Environmental Inspection, 

FPS HFCSE
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Current situation
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• Pilot testing december – januari

• API in development
• Submit a new DDS

• Retrieve DDS information (Reference Number & Status)

• Amend an existing DDS

• Retract an existing DDS (Cancel or Withdraw)
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User support & training provided by EC

• Support
• User instructions and support materials will be published online, 

including short videos for each specific set of functionalities

• Training
• Hybrid hands-on end-user training will be provided in Brussels with 

online participation option

• Member States representatives will also be trained as trainers to be 
able to provide training at national level

• Training sessions estimated to be ½ day long
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Current situation

• Benchmarking: in development

• EU Observatory on Deforestation and Forest Degradation
• Global forest monitoring

• Global map of Forest Cover for year 2020: updated version available in Q4

• Global Map of Forest Cover Changes and their Drivers

• Degradation: work to start in Q2, preliminary global forest type map available 
in Q4
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Current situation

• FAQ:
• EC: FAQ version 2, version 3 expected by…?

• FPS HFCSE: FAQ translated into NL & FR
• Available via Helpdesk

• www.eudr.be

• Guidance document
• Guidelines on placing on the market, operator, risk assessment, 

negligible risk, ...

• Expected by …?
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Current situation

• Information :
• EC website: 

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/forests/deforestation/regu
lation-deforestation-free-products_en

• FPS website via www.eudr.be

• Helpdesk : https://biociden.freshdesk.com
• Ask questions by submitting a ticket
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Helpdesk https://biociden.freshdesk.com
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Helpdesk https://biociden.freshdesk.com
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25 October info session rubber 
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MEER INFO

eudr@health.fgov.be

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/forests/deforestation/regulation-deforestation-free-products_en

https://biociden.freshdesk.com

www.eudr.be
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ETRMA
The voice of tire and 

rubber goods producers



EUDR State of the Art, Concerns and Solutions

Marta Conti, Director Public Affairs



ABOUT ETRMA



Full Members (13)

Affiliate Members (2)

• 5 million tonnes of tyres are produced in European plants.
• Over 80 production facilities in Europe.
• More than 300,000 direct jobs dependent on the industry in Europe.

Sources: 
ETRMA, 
Eurostat 

ETRMA TYRE COMPANY MEMBERS



The European Rubber Goods Industry



OUR VISION

To promote a competitive and innovative European tyre and rubber industry, advancing

a safe, smart and sustainable society.

OUR MISSION

Representing the European Tyre and Rubber Industry and contributing to National,

European and Global policy and decision-making processes;

Advocating the Industry’s priorities and position by being a trusted and credible partner

for decision-makers;

Supporting the frameworks to promote the sustainability and circularity of the Industry

in Europe;

Striving to ensure that the critical economic, environmental and social contributions of

the Industry are understood and recognised by our stakeholders; and

Promoting free and fair global trade and competition.



Agenda

1. EUDR Implementation: solutions needed by Industry

This presentation may contain confidential and proprietary information of ETRMA.

Copying and dissemination of this presentation and its content is subject to

restrictions.



The Natural Rubber Supply Chain



The complexity of natural 
rubber 

supply chain in detail

46

This presentation may contain confidential and proprietary information of ETRMA. Copying and dissemination of this presentation and its content is subject to restrictions. 

.
· · ·.
· ·

The process is dynamic: 
rubber latex harvesting 

is
done every day, and 

every day a smallholder 
decides,

according to the variability 
of prices, to which dealer 

or
processor to sell its 

production

After collection, the latex is refined and converted it into a raw natural rubber product. This is 
done by a high number of processors at local, regional, national and international levels 

before arriving to the tyre and rubber goods manufacturers.

Same rubber has different routes: often, the same
farmers and the same plots of land produce natural

rubber for several rubber factories. Furthermore,
rubber from various plots is mixed at a processing

factory level, and the output is sold to several tyre
and rubber goods manufacturers.

Natural rubber’s processor supply base zones are extensive. 
80% of the raw material comes from a radius of 150-

200 km of the processor location, 15% comes from 200-500 
km, and 5% comes from >500 km. 

Natural Rubber is a non-perishable commodity, it 
can be stored for a long time, resulting in partial 
and
temporary stocks created at any aggregation 
point along the supply chain. “First-in first-out’’ 
principle is therefore not the norm. This also 
explains why natural rubber can travel long 
distances.

Each “batch of rubber” bought by tyre and 
rubber  goods’ manufacturers contains 
natural rubber coming from several 

plots of land of certain jurisdiction

Commodity

• Importer
• Importer
• Importer
• Importer



Figure 2- Blue bags of EUDR compliant rubber at collector in Hat Yai – Thailand 15 Feb 2024

Figure 4 EUDR-compliant RSS



What does ETRMA do in the context of EUDR



✓ Analysis of the Regulation with legal support

✓ Monitoring of the state of implementation

✓ Gather questions and concerns from the industry

✓ Answer questions – where possible

✓ Propose solutions where answers are not forthcoming

Internal work

Outreach

✓ To European Commission

✓ To competent authorities through its Members

✓ By participating in the EU Deforestation Platform

✓ By connecting with other Commodities

✓ By working with the Global Platform for Sustainable Natural

Rubber (GPSNR) and supporting the development of guidance

for PPTs.



Examples of helpful solutions from the European Commission 



EC interpretations that help industry’s 
implementation

✓Acceptable solution on tyre and rubber products
made in EU during the transition period (29/06/2023-
30/12/2024)

✓Traceability in excess was allowed by the EC FAQ

✓Information System Pilot Testing



Several issues remain

➢ Information system not fit for purpose and its implementation too slow: system

needs to be ready 6 months ahead of time for companies to adapt their

system and train staff and be operative in the beginning of November.

➢ NR made and purchased during the transition period needs to be allowed in

EU market without being subject to EUDR requirements also after the

implementation date.

➢ Tyres made during the transition period outside the EU should be allowed on the

EU market after implementation date without being subject to EUDR

requirements.

➢ Reduce number of downstream DDSs through periodic DDSs, not requiring

further DDSs when a product moves within the same Group, exclude products

entering the EU for R&D purposes.

➢ Pragmatic legality screening: it is legal unless proven illegal and, until then, on

farm assessment is sufficient proof of legality.

➢ Used products that would otherwise be discarded (e.g. carcasses for

retreading) and recycled production waste need to be excluded from scope

➢ Find a solution for gaps of information created by the presence of SMEs in

the supply chain.



Where are we in the journey to implementation: 

…In the absence of answers, we propose ideas for solutions

EUDR Platform Meeting
Train the trainers session

24/09

Possible publication of FAQ 
#3+Guidelines+User manuals

TBD?

Training session on 
Information System

October 

Publication of training video for information 

system

Within August Mid 

novemberOpening of Registrations for 
Information System Information System 

fully available for use

Beginning 

December



Information System
The information system, in its current form, is not fit for purpose, both in terms of the amount of data it can handle, its heavy reliance on 
manual operations and the lack of an API to manage relations with company’s own systems. 

The timeline for this operation as well as the absence of a second round of testing make industry very worried.

Companies need to test the updated system to adapt their internal systems to the one developed by the European Commission 
as well as time to train their staff globally



Doubts regarding the need to report on stearic acid (for tyres) were already raised last summer, but no

answer was ever received.

Confirm that derived products – such as tyres – would only have to report on the commodity they

are derived from in Annex I (e.g., for tyres, natural rubber only – and not derived products from other

commodities such as stearic acid, which is also present in tyres).

It is now too late to adapt the industry’s supply chains to also include stearic acid – or indeed any other

commodity beyond natural rubber – in the EUDR obligations of the rubber industry.

Derived products to be reported



CONFLICTING INTERPRETATIONS WITH BIG CONSEQUENCES

Placing on the EU 
Market
The 2022 Blue Guide has modernised the concept 
of placing on the market from the 2010 Timber 
Regulation.

It clarified that for products coming from third 
countries, the physical presence on the EU 
market is not necessary for the product to be 
considered as placed on the market.

The relevant product is placed on the EU market 
when an agreement is concluded for its sale and 
delivery to the EU and when the product is fully 
manufactured.

Given that the physical delivery to the EU is not 
required for the product to be considered to be 
placed on the EU market, it is possible “to place the 
product on the EU market” while it remains outside 
the EU. Such product would simply subsequently 
be “delivered” to the EU and subsequently made 
available to other distributors or customers. 



Level playing field for tyres produced outside the EU

The current interpretation given by the European Commission allows for natural rubber and tyres produced in Europe between June 2023 and 30 December

2024 (transition period), to be placed on the EU market after 30 December 2024 without having to show compliance with the EUDR.

Tyres placed on the EU market during the transition period can also be made available on the market after 30 December 2024 without having to show

compliance with the EUDR.

The same should be granted for tyres produced outside the EU and placed on the EU Market after 30 December 2024, provided that their production

date is before 30 December 2024 (this can be checked on the tyre sidewall).

Allow long transport time for NR
Natural rubber is mainly produced in Southeast Asia and it takes about 
six months to reach the EU market

We expect that rubber covered by a purchase order made during 
the transition period, which will reach the EU market after 30 
December 2024, will not need to comply with EUDR obligations.



Submitting a DDS for each transaction would create a huge administrative burden and would make enforcement difficult.

As the same plots of land will be reported in several shipments, ETRMA would like to propose the following solutions:

Give the possibility to operators and traders to include several shipments (or transactions) in a DDS, provided

that this DDS contains the geolocation coordinates of all the parcels of the relevant commodity/products

concerned. The same DDS (identified by one number and one security token) will be used multiple times for a

period of time (e.g. monthly).

Give the possibility to cover transactions within the same group with only one DDS that follows the products,

until these are sold to a third entity, outside that Group.

Add guidance for DDS requirement for traders downstream the value chain to avoid an excessive and

unnecessary declarations.

In cases where a product is imported by a company, including customs that are based outside the EU, confirm

that only EU established entities should be covered under DDS obligation.

Exclude from the need of producing a DDS rubber materials and tyres sent to the EU for R&D purposes. These

tyres will never be placed on the EU market for consumption and are often destroyed after the tests.

Reduce the number of DDSs in the supply chain



Assurance of compliance with local regulation can be a complex task for smallholder farmers, particularly

regarding land tenure.

Allow that due diligence on land tenure focuses only on objective illegality screenings to identify plots

of land in protected (e.g., national parks and wildlife reserves, etc) or restricted use areas (while

respecting customary and native land tenure).

We also ask that the Commission confirms that ‘tax, anti-corruption trade and customs regulations’

be focused on corporate regimes (and not aiming at smallholders’ personal situation).

Further to that, we seek confirmation that other legality elements such as labour and environmental

laws, and human rights and FPIC risks can be tackled with on-farm assessments/surveys

supplemented by spatial data where applicable.

Provide pragmatic solutions regarding legality to prevent 
exclusion of smallholder farmers



Confirm that production waste that is processed in or outside a facility and then reintroduced in the tyre mix would not have to follow the EUDR as

well as tyre carcasses that are later used for retreading (in this case only the new tyre tread would have to be EUDR compliant).

Protect the circular economy

Provide for the presence of SMEs in the tyre and rubber value chain

We propose that the Commission clarifies that SMEs will have to provide the DDSs’ numbers and security tokens to the 
downstream operators and traders that request them. Should they be the first operator to place on the market a commodity or 
product, they will have to provide all the necessary information needed by the downstream operators – who will have otherwise 
no means to carry out to necessary due diligence requested by the regulation.



Conclusion

ETRMA finds it urgent and necessary that the European Commission finds solutions to facilitate the efficient 

implementation of the regulation, as outlined in previous ETRMA communications. 

This will help ensuring that all the available compliant natural rubber actually makes its way to Europe and 

its availability is not prevented by difficulties such as a non-functional information system, impossibility of 

importing tyres made during the transition period outside the EU, an excessive number of DDSs to be filed 

and limit to sustainable business models in circular economy, such as retreading activities in Europe.



CONTACT INFO

Avenue d’Auderghem 22 – 28, 
box 9

1040 Brussels

Tel. +32 2 218 49 40

info@etrma.org
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EUDR
European Deforestation Regulation



EUDR

Implementation 
status as per 
05-09-2024



In short: no access to EU for
- Rubber from areas deforested after 31/12/2020
- Legality (child labour, landrights etc) not OK

About the EUDR (Regulation on 
Deforestation-free products)

The regulation stipulates that 
companies in Europe may 

only place goods and products on the 
market that do not 

cause deforestation or forest 
degradation.

In addition, it must be legally 
produced. 

Products originating from areas 
deforested after 30 December 2020 

may not enter the EU market 
or be exported from the EU.



What does this mean for us?

All rubber & latex imported into or exported out of the EU by Corrie MacColl (CMC) needs to be EUDR Compliant.
Our roles will be as Operator and as Trader.

When?

All rubber & latex which is customs cleared by CMC after 30/12/2024

How?

CMC must be able to prove that the origin of the products is legal and traceably not from deforested areas. 

CMC must do that with a system of due diligence requirements, called a Due Diligence System (DDS).

For the DDS, we need to take care of at least 4 things:

CMC collects data about the (legal) origin of the products => legality
CMC collects data about the geolocation where the product was grown and produced => geolocations / polygons

CMC carries out risk analyses, which allow us to estimate whether products contribute to deforestation or forest degradation.

CMC takes measures so that the risk of CMC trading illegal products is negligible => risk mitigation



Flowchart



Possible formats of Geolocations

ZIP

CSV

KML

KMZ

GEOJSON

JSON

Geolocations

POINTFILES

POLYGON

COMBI POINT/POLYGON



Geojson example



Example of Point files

Point files have at least 6 decimal places and a declared area



Example of Polygons



Example of Polygon

Details including Year of planting, Producers ID, Area



Locations showing forest loss according to the EU Map

Further investigation is needed
Contact with supplier

Could be bad boundary or error in EU map



Checking history (2017) in Google Earth Pro is 
showing no forest loss.

In the Sustainimaps system we can reclassify 
this location into EUDR compliant and 
keeping the Google Earth snapshot as 
evidence of the reclassification.



If all locations are EUDR compliant a Deforestation Free 
Statement will be produced by the system and uploaded into 
the EU system Traces
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Type bedrijven in EUDR

Micro onderneming

≤ Omzet 700000,- euro

≤ Balans 350000,- euro

≤ 10 FTE’s

Kleine onderneming

≤ Omzet 8 mln euro

≤ Balans 4 mln euro

10 ≤ 50 FTE’s

Middelgrote onderneming

≤ Omzet 40 mln euro

≤ Balans 20 mln euro

50 ≤ 250 FTE’s

Grote onderneming

> Omzet 40 mln euro

> Balans 20 mln euro

> 250 FTE’s

2 uit 3



EUDR obligations

Import into EU:

1. Annual statement (min.1xy):

- Supply chain mapping

- Risk analysis

- Mitigation measures
2. DDS

Distribution within EU:

1. DDS

2. Communicate reference

number (DDS) to buyer

Sell goods to end consumer

No obligations



EUDR obligations

Import into EU:

1. Annual statement (min.1xy):

- Supply chain mapping

- Risk analysis

- Mitigation measures
2. DDS

Distribution within EU:

1. Communicate reference

number (DDS) to buyer

Distribution within EU:

1. Annual statement (min.1xy):

2. DDS

3. Communicate reference

number (DDS) to buyer
Sell goods to end consumer

No obligations



EUDR obligations

Import into EU:

1. Annual statement (min.1xy):

- Supply chain mapping

- Risk analysis

- Mitigation measures
2. DDS

Distribution within EU:

1. Communicate reference

number (DDS) to buyer

Export outside EU:

1. Annual statement (min.1xy):

- Supply chain mapping

- Risk analysis

- Mitigation measures
2. DDS



TRACES – EUDR Information System



TRACES – EUDR Information System



TRACES – EUDR Information System



TRACES – EUDR Information System



TRACES – EUDR Information System



TRACES – EUDR Information System





Q & A
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